North Texas Chapter, Texas Master Naturalist

Activity Calendar for March 2009

Prepared on February 27 by Jim Varnum. Contact Jim and jevarnum@aol.com 972-243-4098 for questions, comments, suggestions.

1. For VH events, notice the chapter project name in brackets in the third column. Be sure to include it in your description in your
activity report. Visit the chapter website www.ntmn.org or contact Dick Coupe for the list of approved chapter projects.

2. Send your activity report to Sara B. at SBWormlady@aol.com

3. Irving Tree Survey (see 3/12, in calendar) has both AT and VH opportunities.

4. LLELA Aquatic Planting (3/21, in calendar) has both AT and VH opportunities.

5. Visit the on-line chapter calendar for up-to-date information on this calendar.

6. This is a long document I suggest you read it on-line and not print it out... save a few trees.

Jim

March 2009

Description Date/Time Contact Location
and AT, VH

Trout Lily Walk - Tandy Hills Park (FW) - Jim AT MN Jim Varnum, 214-543-2055 or Tandy Hills Park,

Varnum Sunday jevarnum@aol.com. RSVP not required. | Fort Worth
March 1 . . .

Walk Details: Master Naturalist Jim Varnum will conduct 1:00 p.m. Friends of Tandy Hllls web site:

a short walk to observe the trout lilies of Tandy Hills. Approved AT http://www.tandyhills.org/

Bring your camera. Wear sturdy boots or shoes with good (1 hour)

ankle support.

Texas Master Naturalist: North Texas Chapter: FYI MN Natha Taylor Texas Agrilife

monthly board meeting Monday Extension Service
March 2 Office

Board meeting is open to all NTC members. 6:30 pm

Volunteers for TRAC VH service | TRAC Contact: Dana Wilson, Volunteer | Trinity River
Trestky Coordinator, dwilson@audubon.org Audubon Center,

Trinity River Audubon Center has a special need for March 3 MN Comipgfi: L ot e ]6)5231(2188 07ust121 II;OOP -

volunteers for TUESDAY, MARCH 3, 9 am. to 1 p.m. 9:00 am - 1:00 | lindaford1234@sbcglobal.net ’

This is a TAKS test day, and teachers are planning a day at | pm

TRAC for kids who are not being tested. Volunteers will
work under the guidance of Dana Wilson, Volunteer
Coordinator, who will have plans for the approximately 500

[ Trinity River Audubon Center
chapter project |
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children on that day. Please contact if you can help out at
TRAC that day.
The Urban Forest Advisory Committee: monthly | VH service | MN Dick Coupe Dallas City Hall, on
meeting Tesey (The Urban Forest Advisory Committee | level LIFN e
March 3 meets on first Tuesdays). conference room “C
Mission of the committee: to create, maintain, protect, and | 4:00 pm . .
enhance a healthy, sound, and diverse community forest, [Urban Fore.:st Advisory Council
which will contain trees varying in age, species and b i e |
location. Also, to educate officials and the public regarding
the importance of healthy urban resources and the proper
care and maintenance of trees/forests.
"Laura McLarry on the proper technique for AT MN Barbara Baynham or Holford Recreation
planting trees" - Preservation Society for Spring Tuesday, http://springereckforest.org Center, 2314
. Homestead Place,
Creek Forest - monthly meeting March 3 Garland. (off
7:00 pm artan (0
. ' _ _ o Approved AT Sh1loh., between
Speaker: Laura McLarry, horticulturist with Arborilogical (1 hr) Belt Line and
] r
Services, Inc. Buckingham).
Native Trees of North Central Texas and How | AT (1 hr) Information: . Heard Museum,
to Identify Them - NPSOT-Collin County - Tuesday, wwnprotorg CollinCounty MeKinney
monthly meeting March 3
7:30 pm
Speaker - Chris Ebling.
Urban Wildlife Conference "Situations and AT Information and to register. Location: Texas
Solutions" - Sponsored by North Texas Master Tuesday, www.ntmn.org/UrbanWildlife AgrilLife Researc}}
Naturalist, Texas Agriculture Extension and March 3 Center, 17360 Coit
> g ” 8:00 - 5:00 Some of the presentations are approved Road, Dallas,
Texas Parks and Wildlife. Advanced Training. Texas
Coyotes: 1.5 hours
The conference that includes experts from across the state Bobcats: 1 hour
who will discuss ways to successfully manage wildlife Snakes: 1 hour
issues. Special Guest Speaker, Dr. Stan Gehrt, an associate Bats: 1 hour
professor of environmental and natural resources at Ohio Birds: 1 hour
State University and author of Urban ecology of coyotes in Beavers, Opossums, Rabbits, Raccoons,
the Chicago metropolitan area. Visit the web site for Skunks, & Squirrels: 1 hour
complete program. Zoonotics: 1 hours
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Texas Mushroom - Texas Master Naturalist - AT MN Jay Forrester Texas AgriLife
North Texas Chapter- monthly meetin Wednesd Extension Service
P Y & N Approved AT (1 hr) Office, 10056
Speaker: David Lewis will talk about Texas mushrooms 6:30 eat & ]I\)/lalrlsh Iéaqe, B-101
and fungi. Trained as a chemist and an environmental greet. Meeting allas, Suite B-
scientist, David Lewis has spent the last 30 years collecting | & speaker 7:00
mushrooms and will speak to the chapter on Texas pm.
mushrooms and fungi. He and his wife Patricia are stewards
of their own mushroom preserve: 65 acres of pine-oak
floodplain forest along Thickety Creek near Newton.
Buckeye Trail - workday VH service | Please RSVP to MN Jim Flood Meet at Trailhead,
Friday, March 6 214 934 8463 cell 7000 Bexar St,
General trail maintenance (light brush clearing) and 9:00 - noon) idflood@airmail.net B{allas TS%I?SZGIS
selected Chinese Privet removal to get ready for the 2009 . . apscoo /L, Get
Texas Buckeye walks. Note: Guided trail walks on March 13-14- | map at
15 and 20-21-22 www.texasbuckeye
. trail.or
Wear appropriate outdoor gear . . 1ail.org
Some pruning tools will be provided; you may bring your [ Buckeye Trail chapter project |
favorite tool if you want
Some refreshments will be provided
Connemara Meadow Preserve -- Bird Watching AT Rsvp to Co?n?énar? xead%vs»
; RSVP@connemaraconservancy.org cast side ot Alma
Walk, lead by Gailon Brehm i/?turﬁa;z just south of Bethany
arc . . . p Dr.
If you have no birding experience, Gailon will teach you 8:00 - 10:00 am B;Lnﬁa}\//c;utrhle)igoculars and field guides if
what to watch for in habits, characteristics and calls. Fall Approved AT y :
migrants ought to be in. All ages welcome. NOTE: You (2 hrs)
can expect to see 30 + bird species. Over 40 on January
walk.
Preservation Society for Spring Creek Forest: VH service | MN Barbara Baynham or Spring Creek
workda Saturd http://springcreekforest.org Forest Preserve.
Y Fob rfla?; . 1770 Holford Dr.,
Tasks of the day: Trail maintenance, privet removal. 9:00 - 11:00 am | [ Preservation Soc1‘ety for Spring Creek | Garland.
Please bring gloves, loppers, saws, and pruning shears. We Forest chapter project ]
recommend long-sleeves and jeans for the event. And
water. It is lots of fun!
ETMN event: Entomology/A]len Smith. Ty]er AT Cost is $10 per person. BUT FREE FOR Location: Tyler
MASTER NATURALISTS Nature Center
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Nature Center - in Tyler

Please register for this event. Call Irene

Saturday, Hamel at (903) 566-9394.or
East Texas chapter of TMN offers four MN Public Events March 7 Irene.Hamel@tpwd.state.tx.us
this spring at the Tyler Nature Center in Tyler. Dates are 9:00 - - noon
Sundays Feb 7, Mar 7, Apr 4 and May 9. Map
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/huntwild/hun
March's topic is "Entomology". The presenter is Allan t/wma/find_a_wma/list/?id=59
Smith of the Texas Forest Service in Longview
Trout Lily Walk - Cedar Ridge Preserve - Jim Varnum | AT MN Jim Varnum, 214-543-2055 or Cedar Ridge
Saturday jevarnum@aol.com. RSVP not required. | Preserve, 7171
Walk Details: Master Naturalist Jim Varnum will conduct | March 7 ) gﬁt]lm%ilg:glgz 49
a short walk to observe the trout lilies of Cedar Ridge 10:00 a.m. CRP web site: . ¥
Preserve. Bring your camera. Wear sturdy boots or shoes Approved AT http://www.audubondallas.org/cedarridge.
with good ankle support. (1 hour) html
Project Wild Training - by TPWD AT Preregistration required, deadline Carrollton Public
Saturday February 28, 2009. To register, contact Library at Josey
Description: Learn how to teach young people about March 7 th§ Nature Preserve.Coordinator at Ranch Lakp, 1700
ecology and wildlife using fun, hands-on educational 10:00 - 5:00 Elizabeth.acosta@cityofcarrollton.comm | Keller Springs Rd.
activities. During the six-hour training workshop Approved AT or 972'466'9813,
participants will sample activities and receive a curriculum | (6 hrs max) Visit ) )
and activity guide. Activities are adaptable for all grade http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/learning/proj
levels, integrated with core subject curricula and aligned to ect_wild for information about Project
the TEKS. Teachers, informal educators and youth group Wild.
leaders may take the training. SBEC credit available for
teachers.
Audubon Dallas: monthly meeting and speaker FYI Info? Visit www.audubondallas.org Auditorium of Texas
Monda Scottish Rite Hospital
: Y for Children, 2222
Speaker/topic: TBA March 9 Welborn St. Dallas
7:00 pm 75219
BRIT Brown Bag Botany - Everything's Bigger in | FYI For more information, visit www.brit.org | BRIT Main Office
Texas (Texas’ Big Tree program Wednesday, and click on Brown Bag Botany. Coffee | 500 E. 4th Street,
( & Prog ) M:r crlllesl lay is provided. RSVP not required. Fort Worth, TX
Speaker/Topic: Fort Worth Urban Forester, Courtney 12:00 - 1:00 76102. Map and

Blevins, will attest that some of his best friends are trees.
He will update us on the status of some Champion Trees on
the Texas Tree Trail, and tell us about the recent Big Tree
Tour and plans for something similar next year. Learn how

directions on web
site.
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you can include a treasured specimen on the Big Tree list,
or simply ensure that it continues a long and healthy life.
NPSOT-CT - Ricky Linex - Native Plants for Wildlife AT (1 hI‘) Information: Harburger Hill,
Habitat Thursday www.npsot.org/CrossTimbers Community

March 12 Center, 701
Ricky Lines of NRCS will discuss 60 native species of 7:00 pm light refreshments at 6:30. Narrow St.,
perennial forbs and woody plants of the North Central Weatherford
Texas area and their wildlife value for food and cover for
deer, quail and turkey. Being able to identify important
native plants used for food and cover by wildlife is
necessary for those wanting to effectively manage their land
to improve the wildlife habitat. Today's land manager must
be versed in plant identification and manipulation to be a
good steward of the land. At the meeting, a listing of
regional plant identification books covering grasses, forbs,
shrubs, vines and trees for several regions of Texas will be
distributed.
Irving Tree Survey by Texas Forest Service and AT & VH Interested volunteers can contact Marcy TBA
Irving Heritage District Neighborhood See text Sropmih o deniatmehroyin @udallasedi
Association and she can forwar.d their 1nf9 to contact

Carol Lucas, who is assembling the
volunteers. Or contact Carol direct at

The regional urban forester for the Texas Forest Service, carolucas@verizon.net.
Micah Pace, will be conducting tree survey instruction and
data collection for the City of Irving Heritage District. His Volunteer Event: Survey: Data
work will include stratum analysis of relic trees in the collection, Saturday March 21st 8 a.m. ~
Heritage District, and data will be used in order to work till we're done. (We're aiming for 40~50
with the city on stronger protection for these trees in the volunteers, so with luck we'll be done by
redevelopment of this part of Irving. carly afternoon.)
Several events are scheduled, and volunteers are needed for
the survey. [Texas Tree Trail chapter project]
Training Events:
Training #1: Presentation on data, structure, and outcome
of the stratum analysis, Thursday, March 12th, 6:30 p.m.~
8:30-ish .
Training #2: Hands-on demonstration and practice,
Saturday March 14th from 8 or 9 am ~ 12-ish.
Annual 2008 Buckeye Walks - trail guiding VH MN Jim Flood Trailhead is at:

for volunteer HLD Bt
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Volunteer Guided Hike Leaders are needed for this year's trail guides. Each hike can last about 2 hours. Dallas TX 75215.
Texas Buckeye Walks event. The Texas Buckeye March 13-14- Times: 3/13,20. 10:00. (Mapsco © page
(desculus glabra var. arguta) is now taxonomically 15 and March Other dates; 11:00. 56L. Map at
considered a variety form of the Ohio Buckeye (4desculus 20-21-22. www.texasbuckeye
glabra). GET TIMES [ Buckeye Trail chapter project | trail.org
NTC - 2009 training field day at CRP 3/14
Reverchon Roundup VH service | Info: Jim Varnum and Sara Beckelman Location:
Saturday have flyers. Reverchon Park
Ann.01.1nc§mept: Rever.chon.Park Roundup. We have been | March 14 Please call Volunteer Services at Texas E??é ITIZ);;?tSIC?(:?Sh
participating in the project since 1998. MNs are needed to 8:30 - 12:30 Scottish Rite Hosbital for Children at Children. 2222
oversee work teams planting flowerbeds, cleaning fallen 2 14) 559782 P S p b ’ S 1
tree limbs and cleaning up trash. Picnic lunch for ( f ) 55, SRS e B E ol o e W; ) 9orn Lo Dl
registrants. Also to lead work crews. [plonabn 822
Registration: 8:30 - 9:00
Rain or shine. Wear long sleeved shirts and pants. Bring Rzilnsdfpl,oél, 00 - 11:30
gloves, rakes, and small hand tools. Picnic lunch: 11:30 - 12:30 (be sure to
RSVP)
[Reverchon Park Restoration chapter
project]
For the Love of the Lake (FTLOTL) - Second VH service Contqct/info: MN Sandy Schriever at Regis?ration
Saturday Shoreline Spruce-Up Saturday sschrlever@sbcglobgl.nett Location: 1152 N
March 14 For gc':ner'al information on the FTLOTL | Buckner Blvd,
Tasks of the day: Clean the shores of White Rock Lake by | 8:30 - 10:30 am Erga.l/l/lzatlon, ﬁo o Klak Dallés, 1 72218'
picking up trash. All supplies (trash bags, recycling bags, Bt sy bpealsle . ey gE . o;nerdo &
latex gloves, and trash picker-uppers) provided. BS::I?EerI]{S l;/ din
[ FTLOTL chapter project | Casa Linda Plaza
(Facing Buckner &
Doctors Hospital).
Connemara Meadow Preserve -- Connemara - AT Connemara Conservancy web site: Conn§(r1narat} [l:/iead%\z,
Early Spring Wildflowers - MN Jim Varnum Sunday WAW.CONNEINATACONSCIVANCY. Oy Je:;:tt i of Bréltiany
Wildflowers bloom early in Texas, a few in January, more 1;/'[8:%1 31'30 pm Please rsvp to o
w y Xas, a Iew vary, ' ) RSVP .
in February and still more in March. By then we see golden Approved AT SN
groundsel, shepherd's purse, stork's-bill, elbow bush and (2 hrs) All ages welcome
anemones and others in bloom. Master Naturalist Jim '
Varnum leads a walk through the Meadow and Pecan Bring your wildflower field guides and
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Grove to point out early bloomers and teach you how to
identify them. Along the way Jim will also point out trees,
grasses, birds and whatever else crosses our paths

binoculars if you have them

NPSOT - Garland Chapter: monthly meeting FYI http://www.npsot.org/Garland Rohde's Nursery,
Sunday 1651 Wall Street,
Speaker: TBA. Check on-line calendar. March 15 Garland, North of
2:00 pm 635, off Garland
' ' Road, Mapsco 29T
NPSOT-Dallas - monthly meeting Wildflowers: AT Lois Day: brandonsgrandmom@aol.com | REI meeting room,
Advances, ID and Locations - MN Jim Varnum Monday or www.npsot.org/Dallas 4515 LBJ Fwy
March 16 between Midway
We all love spring wildflowers, and summer one and fall 7:00 pm ?c(l)ntl{qfueif " 0’;1 fiﬁa" Hhow can i learnto | & Welch, Dallas
ones, too, But, maybe we don't really know what species Approved AT lf egtll yt Em:l d ﬂn W er.e}f a}rll £0 toh
they are. Let's see... there a monarch butterfly, so that (1hr) ind lots o Wi ?owers rght erel.lnt Z
wildflower must be a milkweed, but which one? And these {) FW Metroplex? lMaster N}?turg 15t an
white and pink blossoms along Texas highways. Oh, I ong-time I,lﬁt;lvel plant ;}e)a{c ef Jim
remember they're evening primroses. Continued at right... x;?;g\l”:s aniir'zh};?lutell y(())flathe best
places find them.
Cedar Ridge Preserve: Conservation in Action VH service | Contact in advance. MN Julie Mobley, l())edar Rid7gf71
Workday Saturday 972-709-7784, or reserve,
olunteers@dallasaudubon.or Mountain Creek
Monday 21 volunteers(@ e Pkwy, Dallas 75249
Call for volunteers. Projects include trail and garden 9:00 - noon. . .
maintenance, various restorations, etc. [Cedar Ridge Preserve chapter project]
LLELA - Practical Wetland Restoration AT Contact: Richard Freiheit/Restoration Visit LLELA web
Saturday Manager freiheit@unt.edu or 214/264- site
Presented by Joe Snow formerly of LAREF -Aquatic March 21 8047 http://www.ias.unt.
Research Area) 9:00 - 10:00 NTC contact: Teresa Ediger. edu/llela/ for
ar'n App.roved location and
Aquatic planting follows from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm. AT (1 hr) directions.
LLELA - Wetland Restoration Aquatic Planting | VH service | Contact: Richard Freiheit/Restoration Visit LLELA web
Saturday Manager freiheit@unt.edu or 214/264- site
This immediately follows the Practical Wetland Restoration | March 21 8047 . http://www.ias.unt.
session. Help us put the finishing touches on the new 10:00 - 2:00. NTC contact: Teresa Ediger. edu/llela/ for

wetland trail (opening Apr. 25th).

Continued from left... This would be an

location and
directions.
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There is no special skill level needed for this project, but
some walking involved, so anyone could help. This is
"wetland" restoration so plan for that wet land which means
working in mud. There is the probability you will get
muddy and possibly a little wet. Continued at right...

excellent way for the new MN trainees to
get their feet wet (literally) and start
earning those volunteer hours if they
haven't already. It's also a good way to
experience our remote natural areas with
the possibility of seeing wildlife such as
deer, coyote, armadillos, a variety of
birds and waterfowl.

Amphibian Watch - first session of 2009 VH MN Barbara Turner - 972-222-7321 Sunset Bay on
Friday, White Rock Lake
Ribbit. Come on out to White Rock Lake and help Barbara | March 27 Sunset Bay. East side or white Rock
Turner with her Amphibian Watch. Actually, it's an at dusk Lake. From Buckner Blvd, take Poppy to
amphibian "listen", since we ID the frogs by their croaks. Lawther. Turn left and go to the parking
Barbara sends data to TPWD for their statewide Amphibian near the dock.
monitoring efforts.
[ Texas Nature Trackers chapter
project]
Cedar Ridge Preserve — Beginning Bird Walk led | AT More info? Marcy Brown Marsden, Cedar Ridge

mebrown@udallas.edu , 214-492-9409.

Preserve, 7171

by Marcy Brown Marsden
y y ijturgazyé Please RSVP if you are bringing a group. | Mountain Creek
arc

Description: Biologist and CRP researcher Marcy Brown 8:30-11:00 am | . bi 1 d bird book 17)15(;2; Dallas

Marsden leads a walk through forest and field to look for nng you(ri Lnocu ars in e h 00 Z

carly migratory birds and some of our year-round residents. | Approved AT WETr sturdy boots or shoes with goo

A brief classroom experience will be followed by a short (2.5 hours) ankle support.

walk through the native plant garden and upper preserve

trails Expect to see cardinals, jays, warblers, flycatchers,

wrens, and hawks, and to learn important bird identification

tips.

Fieldtrip to Ray Roberts State Park (Isle du Bois | AT Jeff: quaylei@earthlink.net Meeting point:

unit) in Denton Co. Saturday, ' Contact Jeff/
March 28. Wear usual outdoor gear. Bring water,

Lead by plant collector MN Jeff Quayle. 9A:OO to n((i)(ZlT snacks, binocs, etc.

quaylei@earthlink.net This is primarily a botanical field pprove . .
(3 hrs) E-mail Jeff for a list of the plants of Ray

trip. But birders and all others are welcome.

The Ray Roberts Lake area is unique because of the
convergence of 3 different vegetational areas: the Eastern
Cross Timbers, the Grand Prairie to the west, and the
Blackland Prairie to the east. Plus to me you can add

Roberts Lake.

RSVP to Jeff at case of weather
complications, rain, etc.
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additional areas to include the wetlands surrounding the
different lake access points. Soils are mostly various sandy
loams and fine sands

Invaders of Texas Citizen Science Program —
become a Citizen Scientist.

Do you want to help slow down the spread of harmful
invasive species and reduce their ecological and economic
damage? The first step is to locate where invaders have
arrived and get that information to those who can do
something about it. That’s where citizen scientists come in.
Citizen scientists are volunteers who receive expert training
to identify and track important invaders in our area.

AT
Saturday,
March 28
9:00 - 4:00.
Approved AT
(6 hours max)

Visit the Texas Invasives web site to get
started.
http://www.texasinvasives.org/Citizen Sc

ience/become.html

Contact: Jeanette Boylan
jboylan@audubon.org 214-309-5811

MN Julie Collins is the leader of our
Texas Invaders Chapter Project.

Trinity River
Audubon Center,
6500 South Loop
12, Dallas

Connemara Meadow Preserve - woody invasives VH service | Info: www.connemaraconservancy.org Connemara Meadow,

workday Saturday, RSVP to gast side of Alma Rd
March 78 RSVP@connemaraconservancy.org JSS" south of Bethany

T.

Task of the day. removal of woody invasive plants. MN 9:00 - noon.

Jim Smittle will lead the effort in organizing this and

getting the word out to Master Naturalists and others. He

will also look into the best techniques for removing

invasives and treating with herbicide.

DFW Wildlife Coalition: monthly meeting and AT (1 hr) Contact the DFW Wildlife Coalition at REI meeting room,

seminar Sunday info@dfwwildlife.org for additional 4515 LBJ Fwy
March 29 information about this training workshop. | between Midway

i i & Welch, Dallas
S topic: Skunks. 2:00 - 4:00 ’
crinariopie s Submitted by MN Kathy Milacek.

Texas Master Naturalist: North Texas Chapter: FYI MN Natha Taylor Texas Agrilife

monthly board meeting Monday Extension Service
March 30 Office

Board meeting is open to all NTC members. 6:30 pm

-30-
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